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threshold of a more sacred compartment of the world than
he had yet known ? Or, is he to slur it, and water it down,
and let it flow away as. the mere weakness of his own in-
decision ? To take the latter course would be to arrest the
evolution and remain at the stage short of the idea of Duty;
to take the former is to follow the rule which has held good
throughout the history of perceptive and intellectual evolu-
tion : viz. that each increment contributed by fresh differen-
tiation constitutes a discovery, and connects us by an added
link of truth with the real scene of our existence.

It is plain from this survey of the process of evolution,
that we have just as much reason for trusting the sense of
Right, with the postulate of objective authority which it
carries, as for believing in the components of the rainbow or
the infinitude of Space. These ideas are all acquisitions, in
the sense that there was a time when they were not to be
found in the creatures from which we descend. They are
all evolved, in the sense that, gradually and one by one,
they cropped up into consciousness amid the crowd of feel-
ings which they entered as strangers. They are all original,
or sui generisi in the sense that they are intrinsically dis-
similar to the predecessors with which they mingle, so that
by no rational scrutiny could you, out of the contents of
these predecessors, invent and preconceive them, any more
than you can predict the psychology of a million years
hence. Whence then the strange anxiety to get rid of this.
originality, and assimilate again what you had registered as
a differentiation? You say that, when you undress the
'moral intuition' and lay aside fold after fold of its dis-
guise, you find nothing at last but naked pleasure and
'utility: then how is it that no foresight, with largest com-
mand of psychologic clothes, would enable you to invert the
experiment and dress up these nudities into the august form
of Duty ? To say that the conscience is but the compressed
contents of an inherited ca&ulus of the agreeable and the
serviceable, is no better than for one who had been colour-
blind to insist, that the red which he has gained is nothing